
Trail name

Narbethong

The scenery embraces every 
object which can charm the 
eye of a painter of sylvan 
subjects, while it offers a 
boundless field of studies  
for the naturalist ...
JW Lindt, 1904
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Black Spur Inn and Narbethong 
House, c. 1918 
Courtesy of the State Library of Victoria

Four women in a car at the Hermitage, 
May 1913 Photographed by JW Lindt, 
Courtesy of the National Library of Australia

JW Lindt’s Hermitage, Narbethong,  
c. 1890-1910 
Courtesy of the State Library of Victoria

Baron Ferdinand Von Mueller, 
creator of Melbourne’s Royal 
Botanical Gardens, also designed 
the stunning grounds at the 
Hermitage.

The Black Spur Inn and 
Narbethong House were popular 
guesthouses in Narbethong.

The town of Narbethong was founded when a hotel was built at 
the foot of the Black Spur in the 1860s for diggers to rest their 
weary heads as they travelled to the Wood’s Point goldfields. 

The town was surveyed in 1865 and 
the awe-inspiring forests surrounding 
it soon attracted both timber millers 
and tourists from Melbourne and 
surrounds. Guesthouses quickly 
popped up in the late 19th century. 
The most famous of these was the 
Hermitage.

The Hermitage was built by well-known 
photographer JW Lindt in 1894 and 
soon became one of the most 
renowned guesthouses in Narbethong 
– at one stage, Dame Nellie Melba was 
even a guest! Lindt and Nicholas Caire 
drew many people to the Black Spur 
region with their exquisite 
photographs of guesthouses, tree ferns 
and sun-dappled mountain ranges. 

Today, Narbethong continues to be a 
beautiful gateway to the towns of the 
mystic mountains.

Narbethong Post Office, 1901 
Courtesy of the National Archives of Australia

Narbethong’s 
post office 
opened on  
16 October 1883 
and closed 
nearly 100 
years later in 

May 1993.

St Fillan’s guesthouse, c. 1940-60 
Courtesy of the State Library of Victoria

St Fillan’s guesthouse was originally 
built as a holiday home for Sir James 
Munro, a financier who later became 
Premier of Victoria in 1890. However, 
Munro became entangled in financial 
scandals soon after his appointment. 
Deeply in debt and disgrace, Munro 
was replaced by attorney-general 
William Shiels in February 1892.

Generously supported by the 
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